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For many years, Hollie and Keith
Moale would trek from South
Florida to visit Keith’s parents,
one of the first couples to buy

into the Indian River Colony Club, the
Viera community originally envisioned
as “the place patriots call home” and a
55-plus retirement haven for military
officers.

“We watched the community grow
over the years,” said Hollie Moale.

After Keith’s parents died, the cou-
ple made the decision to leave South
Florida and move to IRCC, even though
they were still working.

“This place has so many good memo-
ries,” she said.

Indian River Colony Club, which
celebrates its 30th anniversary this
year, offers plenty of amenity magnets
to draw in new residents and keep
those who already live there.

“The homes are very affordable and
the maintenance is second to none,”
said Moale.

The gated community of approxi-
mately 800 homes on 453 acres has
always been a great example of a sen-

ior community. Many of the houses
have been designed with an “aging in
place” philosophy.

“It’s a perfect little paradise for
those who are searching for an active
lifestyle,” said General Manager John
Robinson.

While all the lifestyle goodies —
from a 24-hour gated security entrance
and clubhouse to an 18-hole private golf
course and a plethora of social activ-
ities — abound, the heart of IRCC re-
mains its residents’ deep patriotic cul-
ture, centered on service to others. 

“What is special about IRCC is the
sense of community,” said Navy veter-
an Lorena Dugan. “The sense of respon-
sibility for the community brought me
here. Where we had lived in the past,
there was no sense of community. Here,
people give thousands of volunteer
hours to the community.”

The list of charities helped by volun-
teers from IRCC is quite long and en-
compassing, including the South Bre-
vard Sharing Center, Brevard Humane
Society, Promise in Brevard, Guardian
Ad Litem Program, Veterans’ Transi-
tional Facility, Rolling Readers, Honor
Flight, Joe’s Club, Harmony Farms and
too many churches to list.
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Find out more
For more on the Indian River Colony Club, 
call 321-255-6000 or visit IndianRiverColony
Club.com.

PHOTOS COURTESY INDIAN RIVER COLONY CLUB

Once a retirement destination exclusively for military officers, the Indian River Colony
Club comprises 800 homes on 453 acres, complete with an 18-hole private golf course.

See IRCC, Page 3D
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Horses have taken us everywhere,
from brutal wars to fancy balls, and also
helped feed us by pulling plows. They
may now be outmoded forms of trans-
portation and farming, but their beauti-
ful shape and unparalleled grace have
never ceased to fascinate us, and we
have honored them with our art since
pre-historic times, when horse fanciers
of 16,000 years ago first rendered their
representations of the noble beasts.

Art Gallery of Viera continues that
long tradition of equine art with “Hold
Your Horses,” an exhibition of horse-
themed art in media that spans from oils
and photography to jewelry and chalk
art.

At the Saturday, March 12, opening
reception of the show, Palm Bay artist
and chalk enthusiast Chelsey Austin will
be leading horse art to the sidewalk,
creating a giant piece of colorful street
right outside the gallery’s front doors.
Guests will have the opportunity to meet
Austin and the artists in the show to
discuss their techniques, and the chance
to win a one-of-a-kind piece of porcelain
art by Sue Franklin.

The talented Austin should wow the
audience with her chalk art, for she has
earned master certification from the
Florida Chalk Artists’ Association, and
makes a habit of traveling in and out of
state creating brilliant yet ephemeral
large scale pieces of chalk art.

Her street art has earned her several
awards at ArtWorks of Eau Gallie, as
well as first place at “Chalkin’ it Up” in
Winter Garden, Best of Show at Uptown
Art Expo in Altamonte Springs, Artist’s
Choice at Silver Springs Chalk Festival

and the President’s Award at the Family
Days Festival in Port Orange.

A junior art director who designs
sports memorabilia at The Highland
Mint, Austin is equally adept with pencil
and photography. Blending realism and
fantasy, Austin often depicts horses,
although the equines are just part of her
bag of subject matter.

“Art is what you make of it,” notes
Austin in her artist’s statement. “There
are no mistakes. I consider everything to
be art. If it makes you happy and it is
something you are passionate
about, it is art. I want to
help everyone dis-
cover the joy art
can bring.”

Art Gallery
of Viera
boasts sever-
al horse
lovers
among its
stable of
artists, so
guests at
“Hold Your
Horses” are in
for plenty of joy
in the shape of
equines.

FINISHING TOUCH

EQUINE ARTISTS
SADDLE UP FOR
STOP IN VIERA
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Equine art lovers can find works
like this and more at next
weekend’s exhibit. 

If you go...
When: Saturday, March 12 from 5:30 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.
Where: Art Gallery of Viera, 
2261 Town Center Ave.
Admission: Free; refreshments will be served
For more information, call 321-504-4343 or
visit artgalleryofviera.com.
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“Many of our residents honorably
served our country and continue to
live their lives humbly, with patrio-
tism, selflessness, compassion and
camaraderie,” said Julie Roberts, chief
financial officer for the development
that is owned entirely by the member-
ships.

With a price range that starts in the
low $100s and tops out in the mid-
$300s, the community also remains
affordable to many income brackets. It
is also the only single-family home
community on the Space Coast with a
maintenance program that includes
indoor and outdoor care, including all
appliances, air conditioning, roof and
outside painting.

Although not a Viera Company com-
munity per se, IRCC received signifi-
cant guidance from the company dur-
ing its infancy, when retired General
Gordon “Bat” Masterson led the devel-
opment charge. Senior Duda family
members and key employees of Duda
& Sons helped the fledgling neigh-
borhood at several key points during
construction.

“There was an undeniable common
goal and vision between General Mas-
terson and the Viera Company/Duda to
build a new town,” said Scott Miller,
vice president of residential sales and
community development for the Viera
Company.

IRCC returned the favor by helping
to pave the way for the development of
Viera, now one of the top master
planned communities in the nation.

“Viera owes a debt of gratitude to
General Masterson and the residents
of IRCC as the early pioneers
who invested in that vision
and were unrelenting in
seeing that vision be-
come a reality,” added
Miller.

Masterson and
his team were able
to build the large
community from
the ground up
without the finan-
cial backing or
organizational struc-
ture of a large devel-
oper. General Charlie
Briggs, the imaginer of
IRCC and its first board
president, asked Masterson
to help make IRCC a reality.
Briggs was to be at the helm of the
fledgling project, but he unexpectedly
passed away only 11 months later, leav-
ing Masterson to carry on with the
project.

“For the first four and a half years,
I worked on this site every single day,
no exceptions,” recounts Masterson in
a history of the community written by
John Sullivan. “My average time on

the job each week was 60 to 70 hours.”
Masterson overcame countless

headache-inducing difficulties and
setbacks to finance the project, but
today IRCC is 100 percent debt free.
The community was largely funded
from the proceeds from the construc-
tion of the first homes, and what would
have otherwise been profit was placed
back into the infrastructure and ame-
nities.

Once a retirement destination ex-
clusively for military officers, mem-
bership has now expanded to include
military personnel, as well as civilians.

The homes are perfect for reno-
vating, as the Moales discovered. Her
in-laws’ house is a duplex and one of
the smaller houses in the development,
but its bones are good.

“We completely redid the kitchen
and took the wall down to make it one
great room,” explained Moale. “We
took the screened-in patio, raised the
floor and made it part of the house and
then put screen rooms on either side.”

In the Moales’ plan for the future is
adding on to the house to accommodate
her parents, should the need arise.

“We love it out here,” says Moale.
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Homes inside the Indian River Colony Club
start in the low $100s and top out in the
mid-$300s. It’s the only single-family home
community on the Space Coast with a
maintenance program that includes indoor
and outdoor care.

IRCC
Continued from Page 1D
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